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 RETURN OF THE NATIONAL ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION.
 Sir CLEMENTS MARKHAM said he was pleased to tell the officers and men of the
 Discovery that the King had beea graciously pleased' to summon Captain Scott to
 Balmoral for a few days. His Majesty had expressed the wish that the captain
 should take with him the photographs and sketches taken on the voyage, a request
 which doubtless would give pleasure to Dr. Wilson and Lieut. Skelton.
 Vice-Admiral Sir LEWIS BEAUMONT said he had the pleasure of being the
 representative of the Admiralty on that occasion, as, owing to circumstances over
 which they had no control, the First Lord and other Lords of the Admiralty were
 prevented from being present. He was privileged to convey the following greeting
 from the First Lord to Captain Scott and his comrades: "Will you tell Captain
 Scott and his officers and men the satisfaction of the Board of Admiralty at the
 manner in which they have so thoroughly upheld the traditions of the Navy, and
 with what pleasure they greet them on their return to England ? " He knew that
 the Admiralty always took a deep interest in explorations of this sort. They
 looked upon the work as being equivalent certainly to any other kind of peace work;
 indeed, as hardly inferior to the most arduous and distinguished service before the
 enemy. It was already known that the explorers had been rewarded with medals
 for their exploits, but this might be considered the official announcament, the First
 Lord's words being, "Will you also announce to them that His Majesty has
 graciously notified his intention to confer upon them a medal to commemorate
 their expedition, which will of course be worn by them as the Arctic medals of
 former expeditions have been worn; " and he might mention that the Arctic medal
 was not inferior in its significance to any war medal. Being an old Arctic, he
 desired to take this occasion of welcoming them on behalf of all the old Arctics.
 There were a number of gentlemen present who had had experience in Arctic
 discovery, dating as far back as 1850-such as the President of the Royal Geo-
 graphical Society, Sir Vesey Hamilton, Sir George Nares; they were the veterans
 of Arctic exploration, and in their names and on behalf of all old Arctic officers
 he ventured to welcome home Captain Scott and his officers. There never had been
 jealousy among Arctic explorers, and ia this instance all would be ready to give
 the very highest meed of praise to the present expedition. They had not only done
 their work most splendidly, but they had done it with a modesty which was a
 credit to all concerned. The Admiralty had already marked their approval of the
 work of the commander, by his promotion to the rank of captain, and would
 unquestionably mark their appreciation of the work done by his officers and men.
 Sheriff Sir A. REYNOLDS, in the absence of the Lord Mayor, extended to the
 explorers the welcome and congratulations of the City of London.
 In the absence of Sir W. Huggins, President of the Royal Society, who much
 regretted his inability to be present, Mr. KEMPE, treasurer of the Royal Society,
 extended a hearty welcome to the voyagers on behalf of that body. He said that
 he much appreciated the duty he had to perform, as he had been closely connected
 with the work of the expedition, and had had it constantly in mind. , It would,
 indeed, have been difficult for him to have forgotten their existence, as hardly a
 week passed in which it had not been his duty to sign cheques for them. He was
 charged by the President, Council, and Fellows of the Royal Society to offer the
 party their warm congratulations upon the accomplishment of the arduous work
 on which they had been engaged for so long, and their sincere thanks for the
 manner in which they had carried out the scientific investigations with which they
 had been entrusted. He did not speak as an expert, but he felt satisfied that the
 additions they had made to our scientific knowledge were important, and that their
 importance would be shown in the future. It was, of course, inevitable that some
 time must elapse before the full value of the work done could be properly estimated,
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 and its meaning proclaimed to the world. The explorers, however, might rest
 satisfied that the results of their labours would be published long before the
 appreciation of those labours had faded away; that their endeavours were recog-
 nized by the nation was strongly exemplified by the action of the King. His
 Majesty had felt the nation's pulse, and had prescribed an Antarctic medal. The
 accuracy of the diagnosis and excellency of the prescription were evidenced by the
 glow of healthy satisfaction which had followed the dose. He (Mr. Kempe) had
 carefully refrained from referring to the names of particular workers on the expe-
 dition, because all deserved praise for what had been done; but he was sure they
 would pardon him for saying that they owed a particular debt of gratitude to
 Captain Scott for the consummate and continued care he had bestowed upon the
 health of the members of the expedition. As a member of the Finance Committee
 of the expedition, the fine condition in which the ship came back to our shores
 also appealed very strongly to him. He trusted the ship might find a proper and
 satisfactory berth, and that she might accomplish some good work in the future.
 On the Society's behalf, he M shed them all long life and happiness, and other fields
 to conquer.
 Sir CLEMENTS MAREHAM, representing the Royal Geographical Society, desired
 particularly to express their warm thanks to the warrant officers for the admirable
 way in which they had conducted their several departments. They had splendidly
 supported their cfficers, and he felt strongly himself that the discipline which
 existed on board had largely contributed to the healthful condition in which all had
 returned home. He was afraid there were many frost-bites, but no amputations
 had been necessary, and he considered that was largely due to the way in which
 the men had obeyed the instructions of their officers. He also congratulated the
 crew for the manner in which they handled the sledges. It was due to officers and
 men all working so well together that they had achieved so great a success; and
 now that they had returned, it must be with feelings of melancholy in leaving so
 interesting a region. He did not think there could be any doubt that they would
 regret very much leaving the old ship. That was intended to be a paying-off
 luncheon at which officers and men could meet together, therefore there was a
 certain melancholy feeling about it. They would always look back to the recent
 period of their lives, and feel that they had had opportunities to make them better
 and finer men. All wished them happiness and success in their future lives.
 Captain SCOTT, who was enthusiastically cheered on rising to reply, said he
 felt somewhat overwhelmed, and he could only thank the many friends of his
 comrades and himself for the interest they took in the ship before her departure
 and throughout the expedition. He was speaking before many old Arctic explorers
 who were able to judge of Arctic work, and that enhanced the difficulty of his
 position. He never expected such a welcome as they had all received, and the
 award which had been made had been deeply appreciated by all. They, as naval
 men, had seen before, and had coveted, the little bit of white ribbon which they
 had now received. When they came home and heard that His Majesty considered
 their services had earned that ribbon, they had the profoundest feeling of gratitude.
 With regard to himself, he treasured the promotion which had been extended to
 him, and he felt that he had been amply rewarded for all that he had done. He
 was pleased to hear the suggestion that others would be rewarded, for Arctic
 exploration was not a one, two, or ten men show, but it needed the co-operation of
 all. They had all worked together. A spirit of good-will and comradeship had
 been maintained throughout, and from start to finish there had been nothing but
 loyalty and a desire to work for the general good. There had never been a thought
 of selfishness. They had not been actually under the King's regulations, but at
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 the same time most of them were proud to be under them, and all in the ship had
 obeyed those regulations up to the letter. Whatever might come out in the way
 of scientific results, he could only say that the gentlemen who had been engaged
 in those investigations had done thoroughly hard and honest work, and more work
 than people generally knew. He was proud that he had been in command of such
 a company. He was very glad of having had an opportunity to say these things
 publicly, because now came the time when he parted from his comrades; now
 was the sad time of the breaking up of their small community. They had been
 a happy little body, and they parted from the Discovery with extreme regret. He
 thanked all present for the generous way in which they had welcomed them home.
 The proceedings terminated with the toast of " Sir Clements Markham," pro-
 posed by Colonel G. E. CHURCH, and a brief reply.
 In the evening of the same day, a dinner of the Royal Geographical
 Society was held at the Criterion Restaurant. The guests included the
 officers of the expedition, and most of the visitors who were present
 at the luncheon. To the names of the old Arctic officers given above
 must be added that of Admiral Sir Leopold McClintock, who had been
 unable to be present at the earlier function, while the representative
 character of the gathering was enhanced by the presence of men of
 science like Sir W. Thiselton-Dyer, Prof. Sylvanus Thompson, Dr. W. N.
 Shaw, Mr. A. B. Kempe, and others. A large number of the members
 of the Society and their friends were also present, and the company
 altogether numbered nearly 300. The speeches which followed the
 dinner were listened to by a number of ladies, including several of the
 friends of the officers, and the giving of the toasts was interspersed with
 musical performances, including the singing of " Home, Sweet Home."
 The PRESIDENT proposed "His Majesty the King, the Patron of the National
 Antarctic Expedition." He said His Majesty had taken a deep interest in geo-
 graphical matters since his early youth, and he had within the last few hours
 shown how great was the interest that he continued to take in the explorations
 and labours of his subjects for extending our knowledge of the Earth's surface.
 In proposing " His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, Vice-Patron of the
 Expedition," the PRESIDENT said he should never forget the encouragement which
 he received from His Royal Highness at a time when he was almost in despair
 of being able to send out a relief ship.
 The PRESIDENT next proposed " The Health of Captain Robert Falcon Scott,
 R.N., Commander of the Expedition." He said it was his pleasing duty to propose
 the toast of the evening. Superlatives were unnecessary; they all knew what
 Captain Scott had done. Captain Scott had made himself acquainted with all that
 had been done in the Arctic regions, but the conditions which prevailed in the
 Antarctic regions were in many respects very different, and he had been to
 a great extent an original polar traveller. They had not yet been able to read a
 full account of the journeys which Captain Scott had caused to be made, or of the
 magnificent journeys which he himself made over the ice. But they knew the
 distances that had been covered, and he thought they might say the journeys
 had not been surpassed, either in the difficulties overcome or in the importance of
 the results. Captain Scott might be described as the creator of sledge travel in the
 Antarctic regions. He had done a great service to his country. He had had
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 most able assistance, and had shown himself to be a great commander. He was
 sure that Captain Scott and his officers would wish him to mention the hospitality
 and invaluable help that they received from the colony of New Zealand.
 Captain SCOTT, who again met with a most enthusiastic reception, said it was
 three years since he entered into the employment of the two Societies which sent
 out the expedition. He entered into that new employment with considerable
 trepidation, and, he might add, with considerable ignorance of his subject. But
 whenever he asked for advice or assistance he was able to get it from the members
 of those Societies. He would like to tell them a great deal about the Antarctic, but
 he was sure there was not time that night. He would like to draw their attention
 to the facts which went to make such success as the expedition accomplished, and
 to bring to their minds a vivid picture of the work accomplished by the various
 officers and men. He would like to present to their minds the picture of Mr.
 Hodgson, staggering in with his arms full of frozen specimens, and distributing them
 over the ward-room table; of Mr. Royds, who had every morning to change his
 records with frost-bitten fingers; of Mr. Barne, who, on his famous sledge, the
 Flying Scud, disappeared in the darkness, nothing more being heard of him until,
 when they were getting anxious and were preparing a search party, he appeared on
 the scene again. He would like to tell them of Dr. Koettlitz, and all the rest of
 them. All were equally diligent, and it was to their continued diligence that they
 owed anything like success. In addition to that, they had good fortune in finding
 their winter quarters. They arrived at them by chance, but he did not believe that
 a more suitable spot could be selected. Their detention for a second winter was also
 extremely fortunate, though it did not appear to be so at the time. It had often
 astonished him since to think of the number of false impressions in regard to
 matters of detail that they would have come home with, and the number of
 facts that would have remained unobserved, had they returned a year sooner.
 It was to the second winter that they owed any measurement of the movement of
 the ice in those parts. Without it, they would have missed the great discovery of
 the fossils; they would have missed the great biological collection which Mr.
 Hodgson continued to make; and they would have missed knowledge of the interior
 of Victoria Land beyond the immediate mountains. Moreover, they would
 have missed two consecutive years of meteorological and magnetic observations.
 Although it caused them considerable anxiety and annoyance to stop behind, yet
 he could never look upon the circumstances as anything but a blessing in disguise
 The Antarctic campaign at the beginning of this century was now practically at an
 end. It had been the greatest pleasure to him, on returning home, to receive
 telegrams and letters of welcome from others who had conducted expeditions to the
 southern regions. He had received the kindest letter from Prof. von Drygalski,
 and the kindest congratulations from Mr. Bruce, who was dining with them that
 night. He was able to return those congratulations, for Mr. Bruce's expedition
 went to a point of extraordinary interest, and in finding the limits of the Weddell
 sea had done precisely the work that they could have most wished to see done. Sir
 Clements Markham had spoken much too highly of his services, and he could only
 thank him for his kindness. He wished especially to thank him and the secretary
 of the Expedition Committee, Mr. Longhurst, for the great care they had taken to
 keep their relatives posted with the latest news of their movements.
 The PRESIDENT then proposed "The Health of the Members of the Expedition."
 He said he wished that all the members of the expedition were present. They had
 nad the great pleasure of sitting down with the warrant officers and men earlier in
 the day, and they now had with them the officers of the expedition. Captain Scott
 had told them how they had worked; they went forth with a determination to
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 distinguish themselves as explorers. They took with them the banners which they
 saw behind him, and carried them into parts of the Earth where the human foot
 had never before trod.
 The toast was cordially honoured, the company again rising and cheering
 heartily.
 Lieut. ARMITAGE, R.N.R., who first responded, expressed the pleasure it had
 given him to be associated in the work with officers of the Royal Navy, dwelling
 also upon the loyal help rendered by the warrant officers and men. They could
 have done nothing if they had not had a commander who was also their comrade,
 and for whom they felt they could do anything, at any sacrifice.
 Dr. KOETTLITZ, speaking more especially on behalf of the scientific staff, referred
 to the great interest taken by Captain Scott in their work, without which their task
 would have been far from easy. Captain Scott had been at great pains to make
 himself acquainted with the various branches of science to which their attention
 was devoted, with the result that he was able to discuss with them their methods
 of work, and make valuable suggestions. Captain Scott's promotion had given
 them all the greatest delight, and they looked upon it as an honour conferred on
 themselves.
 Lieut. SKELTON dwelt on the many incentives which had spurred them on to
 do their best. Most of them belonged to the navy, and they felt that its reputation
 was to be jealously guarded. Moreover, the great interest of their work could not
 fail to make them keen to do all in their power, while no merit lay in loyalty to
 such a commander as Captain Scott.
 Major DARWIN proposed the toast of "The Subscribers to the Expedition,"
 saying that without their liberality the expedition could never have taken place.
 He spoke especially of the great assistance rendered by Mr. L. LONGSTAFF, who, in
 replying, laid stress on the importance of scientific research, which made it incum-
 bent on all who had the power, to further it in every way possible.
 The last toast of the evening was that of "The President," proposed by Sir
 GEORGE GOLDIE, who spoke of the debt which the expedition owed to Sir Clements
 Markham's untiring energy and faith in its ultimate success. The PRESIDENT, in
 reply, said that his strongest motive throughout had been the wish to afford the
 navy the opportunity of taking part once more in one of those enterprises which
 supplied so valuable a training in times of peace.
 A JOURNEY TO THE NORTH OF THE ARGENTINE
 REPUBLIC.*
 By FLORENCE O'DRISCOLL.
 THE greater part of the journey I am about to describe was over a tract
 of country lying near the extreme north of the Argentine Republic,
 close to the borders of Chile and Bolivia-in part over the territories
 in dispute between Argentina and those countries.
 For the purpose of description, the travelling began at the town of
 Jujuy, the capital of the Argentine province of Jujuy-also the ter-
 minus of the railways from Buenos Aires and other ports to the south.
 For travel northward from the town of Jujuy, arrangements were
 * Read at the Royal Geographical Society, May 30, 1904. Map, p. 504.
This content downloaded from 132.203.227.61 on Sat, 25 Jun 2016 02:47:09 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms
